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COMPONENTS for controversial North Wales wind farms are to travel through Four Crosses and Llanymynech, with 55m long lorries carrying 130 tonne loads, making more than 3,000 journeys over five years.
An 86-page draft report obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, and prepared by consultants Capita Symonds for Powys County Council, highlights the logistical problems of transporting larger, more powerful turbines into North Wales. The operation is said to require bespoke lorries measuring 55m in length, 5m in width and weighing nearly 130 tonnes, travelling through the county five days a week for five years and making more than 3,000 journeys.

According to the report, the turbines are expected to arrive by ship at 
Ellesmere Port before being taken to the hills above Newtown and Carno, across to Aberystwyth and to the Brechfa Forest in Carmarthenshire, travelling along the M53, A55, A483 and A458 roads, bypassing Chester and Wrexham but passing through Four Crosses and Llanymynech.

The report said: "The delivery of components by road has the potential to cause significant disruption to residents along the routes and other road users. Media coverage of the planned wind farm developments is already leading to divided public opinion, which may lead to public demonstrations against the scale of planned development, and subsequent use of non-trunk road delivery routes by abnormal load vehicles. The imminent development of wind farms in rural Wales will result in the largest infrastructure project ever undertaken there," it added.

Last week local people living along the direct line between Carno and Wrexham were shocked by rumours that this is expected to be the route of a 300kw power line connecting one of the North Wales wind farms with the national grid, cutting through Llanfyllin, Llanrhaeadr, Selattyn and Chirk with giant metal pylons.

Monday, April 6, members of the public turned out at Meifod Village Hall to discuss the controversial wind farm plans. National Grid have confirmed that they have been contracted to connect a new wind farm to the grid, but maintain that no preferred route yet exists.

The meeting in Meifod was the latest in a series of public meetings organised to give people the chance to discuss the wind farms. 

Montgomeryshire AM Lembit Opik who attended the meetings with AM Glyn Davies said: "The meetings have generated vigorous and sometimes heated debate. It has been extremely useful to hear from all sides on this issue."





